
Dear Friends

Many of you have been wonderfully supportive during 
my wife, Marion’s illness. You have sent cards, letters, 
notes, emails and flowers and have held us in your 
prayers during these months. We are enormously 
grateful for this care. Please accept our thanks.

The time has now come for us to make some changes 
in order to cope with the expected demands of the 
next few months. I am taking a month’s 
compassionate leave in November and will reduce my 
duties on returning to work in December. Although I 
will continue to be Chair of District, others will attend 
to many District matters and shoulder some of my 
responsibilities. I am unlikely to be able to accept 
invitations to preach or speak other than ones already 
in the diary. If there are issues which require the 
District Chair’s attention, contact should be made with 
the District Office or with the Revd Dr Barbara 
Glasson, Deputy Chair of District.

We are about to enter Advent, a time of waiting and 
praying and preparing for the coming of Christ into the 
world.  Advent, at least in the northern hemisphere, is 
a dark time of long nights, cold days and a dormant 
earth. Nothing much grows. Yet for Christians it is a 
time of expectation and hope for the imminent arrival 
of Christ, the light of the world.

The prognosis for Marion’s health continues to be poor 
but we travel in hope towards the light and we delight 
in every day that we are given. Singing the Faith 706, 
‘Longing for light’ is one of my favourite Advent hymns.  
In the midst of hunger, homelessness and heartache,
each refrain asks Christ ‘to shine in our hearts, to 
shine through the darkness.’ In the face of illness and 
death, we can celebrate the light of Christ and allow it 
to shine through us.

Grace and Peace be with you 

Revd Dr Roger Walton (Chair of District)
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HANGING HEATON COMMUNITY  
LUNCHEON CLUB, BATLEY
Hanging Heaton Community Luncheon Club started in 1999 
as a non-profit making joint venture organised by two 
neighbouring churches in Hanging Heaton, Batley, namely 
Ebenezer Methodist Church and St. Paul's Anglican Church.

We provide an opportunity for people over the age of 60 to 
meet weekly in a friendly atmosphere, to enjoy a freshly 
cooked meal and to partake in other social activities which 
may be arranged from time to time.

Our volunteers, six each week, prepare, cook and serve 
meals and clear away afterwards. They also socialise with 
club members as duties allow and help in developing an 
informal and friendly atmosphere, giving help where needed 
and providing transport for members unable to attend 
independently.  

We would be very pleased to welcome new volunteers to 
help us continue our greatly appreciated community service. 
If you are able to spare a few hours every six weeks on 
Tuesday mornings to help please contact:
 
Margaret Brooke on 01924 454332 
or Sandra Barnes on 01924 401753

The Yorkshire West Methodist District was officially launched on 9 September 2017 with an inaugural service in the 
morning, followed by its first Synod, where over 200 gathered for conferring together. One year later, there is a deep 
sense of growing unity, governance bodies working well and a release of new energy for our work. The following are some 
of the significant events and developments of the year:

• The Launch of the One Opportunity Programme This scheme, aimed at 16-23 year olds, involves the young person 
developing a project in their church or circuit, for which they are paid at the Living Wage rate for three hours per week. In 
addition, the young people participate in three residential weekends to nurture their discipleship and leadership. A new 
scheme, not previously run in either Leeds or West Yorkshire, gave us something to focus energy on and because it would 
be open to young people in any church and circuit, everyone could have a stake in it. A leadership team comprising a 
coordinator, administrator and presbyter has been appointed. At the end of August, six young people were ready to start 
out on the programme with an array of exciting projects. In addition, one of our young people who piloted the scheme in 
another district, is working with the group.  

• The Pentecost Party We combined what we had in mind for the Vice President’s visit to the District with the invitation 
from Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) to host a beacon event for this prayer initiative. The group entrusted with the task was 
extraordinary both in imagination and energy, and again drew on the strengths of various people from the two former 
districts. 2,000 plus people attended the John Charles Stadium for a glorious afternoon of party and praise. It was the 
largest beacon event in the country and is being used as a case study for TKC work. The response from circuits across 
the District was very positive, with a couple of circuits requesting that we run such an event every year! For the District 
this showcased what we could do with people and resources of the new configuration. It also encouraged people to 
consider taking risks in their own missional endeavours.

• The completion of the Touchstone Building in Bradford is a shining example of a restoration and refurbishment of an 
almost derelict building and has been nearly a decade in the planning and a huge achievement, greatly helped by the 
work of the District project team and the support of many churches and trusts. It is only as we get used to these 
wonderful new premises that we realise how out of date was the much loved ‘old’ Touchstone on Merton Road! 
Touchstone’s creative interfaith work, and support for survivors of abuse will share a base with the refugee support 
agency, BEACON, and Abigail Housing and all will be stronger with this state of the art centre. Although much of our time 
has been used in preparing for and realising the move, Touchstone’s work has also continued. During the course of the 
year we appointed a new member of staff. Shamim Akhtar, our new outreach worker has already been busy on various 
projects, such as Baking a Difference, and the Roots and Shoots project. We have also continued to speak to many 
groups about interfaith work and even took our Weaving Women’s Wisdom project down to London as an exhibition in the 
Houses of Parliament. The Women Breaking Free counselling and creative writing workshops have also continued.

• Leeds City Centre has become a District mission project. During the year careful work has been done to bring the 
use of the Oxford Place Building to an end and prepare to hand over the Trusteeship to the Methodist Council, in order to 
prepare for the development of a Wesley Hotel, on the site. As an ethical hotel, it will bring its own distinctive Methodist 
contribution to the centre of Leeds. Meanwhile the District has been supporting a deacon working on new missional 
developments in response to the city centre needs and this is set to move to an exciting phase in the next year. 

• The District Leadership Team This new task group, unencumbered by governance responsibilities, has been able to 
think about vision, priorities and the way forward for the District. Over the year there has been some settling down and 
some adjustments to its constitution, so that it is ready to embark on the development of a new District Mission Plan. 

• The Story of Light (SoL) evangelism initiative drew to a natural close, having prepared the way for district engagement 
with the heightened connexional focus on evangelism. The SoL Handbooks have been circulated and used widely, and 
continue to be a resource for local churches. The new Yorkshire West District has enabled the SoL initiative to reach 
Leeds circuits, with a circuit evening in Leeds North & East, and engagement with a number of local churches. Across the 
District the focus on those things we do well, and the encouragement to polish them and let them shine, has been well 
received.

• Conistone Hostel The hostel continues to be well used throughout the year, mainly at weekends, but also midweek 
during school holidays. The maintenance of the building has been kept up to and some major repairs carried out. We 
have bought a new cooker and provided new mattress covers, to replace the ones which were worn out, having served 
well for more than 20 years. 
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Ted Britton
Role Title: District MHA Representative.
What does your role involve?: Being an advocate for the work of MHA 
(Methodist Homes) within the District, providing information and, if invited, 
speaking about MHA’s work to support older people.
How can you be contacted?: I can be contacted by email 
ted.britton@mha.org.uk or phone 07515 996871.
Which church do you attend?: Chapel Allerton, in Leeds North & East Circuit.
Tell us a bit about yourself: I’m a Methodist lay-person who has filled many 
voluntary roles within the church and community, including local preaching, 
Pastoral Lay Worker working largely with older members, involvement with 
provision of community facilities and support for the elderly.
Since 2007 I have been employed by Methodist Homes as a Chaplain 
supporting residents, relatives and staff in elderly care settings in Leeds.
Since 2011 those responsibilities have been extended to include supervision 
of chaplaincy services in schemes and homes across the north of England and 
liaison with various faith communities on behalf of Methodist Homes. In these 
roles I have been able to contribute to a number of research projects, 
publications, conferences, seminars, workshops, etc. sharing and developing 
understanding of aspects of ageing and faith, and good spiritual care.
Tell us something that few people know about you: No one ever called me 
Ted until I arrived in Leeds aged 23.

Invites all to

Saturday 15th December

11am - 4pm (Free Entry)

Live Animals  Family Friendly  Free Gift to all Children

Free Craft Events  Live Music  Free Refreshments 

The 4th annual Live Nativity at St. Paul’s Methodist Church,
Tower Hill, Sowerby Bridge, HX6 2EQ, will take place on

Saturday, 15th December 2018 between 11am and 4pm.

This wondrous ‘free’ event has grown over the years and in 2017
nearly 700 people passed through on the day to see and follow the 

journey of Mary and Joseph on that blessed night.

There will be many different activities for the whole family to enjoy 
and all children will receive a gift bag and Nativity story book. 

There will be a choir and free refreshments for all. The finale is our very 
own stable with real sheep, donkeys and other livestock.

Costumes will be available for children to dress up as Mary or Joseph
and have their photographs taken in a true to life setting.

For more details contact 
adrian@stpaulssowerbybridge.onmicrosoft.com 
or follow the progress on Facebook @StPaulsSB  

Live Nativity at St. Paul’s

Springs Dance Company is delighted to be returning with its much sought after 
and highly praised production Bread of Life, for churches, cathedrals, festivals 
and schools. A reflection on the last supper, Bread of Life celebrates the meal of 
bread and wine with Jesus, the ever present King. 
This Lent and Easter rediscover the living, breathing Bread of Life, through this 
stirring depiction of how God is building a community of love with Jesus himself at 
the centre.
“A brilliant show that all the family can enjoy. Speaks to all ages about the love of 
God and how Jesus reaches out to all.”
“It is difficult to put 'Bread of Life' into words. Profound. Beautiful. Moving. 
Incredible theology of grace and the ever watchful love of Jesus. Transformative 
and powerful. How attractive is Jesus. Thank you.”
Audience Feedback from Bread of Life

Springs would love to hear from anyone interested in hosting a performance of 
Bread of Life. 
Further information can be found at www.springsdancecompany.org.uk  by 
emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or calling 07876 752910



25th December: 
Christmas Day

6th January: 
Epiphany
Covenant Sunday

18th - 25th January: 
Octave of Prayer for 
Christian Unity

27th January: 
Holocaust Memorial Day

10th February: 
Racial Justice Sunday

17th February: 
Student Sunday

24th February - 10th March: 
Fairtrade Fortnight

1st March: 
Women’s World Day of Prayer

6th March: 
Ash Wednesday

Special Days

* District Office,
 19 Wentworth Court,
 Rastrick, Brighouse, 
 HD6 3XD
: admin@ywmethodist.org.uk

www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk

@YWMethodist

Items for inclusion in the
Spring 2019 issue of the

District Newsletter should
reach us by 12 noon on

15 February 2019

Yorkshire West District
Registered Charity Number: 1133134

The Wesley Singers is a choir of about 38 members
who come from various churches within the 

Yorkshire West Methodist District.

Their President is the Revd Dr Roger Walton,
the Chair of District.

The choir gives ten or more concerts each year as
well as taking part in worship services.

The Wesley Singers are pleased to accept invitations to sing in 
churches and chapels throughout the Yorkshire West District 

(and beyond!)  Their concert programmes are based on sacred 
music together with lighter secular items, solos, readings and 

humorous monologues.

The choir's website is www.wesleysingers.org.uk

Perhaps your church or other organisation would like to celebrate a 
special anniversary or raise funds for a needy cause.  Please get in touch 
either by email or telephone with Beryl Chadwick, Bookings Secretary, or 

Barry Jordan, Conductor, to make arrangements:

Beryl:  blchadwick@talktalk.net or 0113 267 4507
Barry: theorganists@talktalk.net or 0113 255 5426



The Yorkshire West Methodist District was officially launched on 9 September 2017 with an inaugural service in the 
morning, followed by its first Synod, where over 200 gathered for conferring together. One year later, there is a deep 
sense of growing unity, governance bodies working well and a release of new energy for our work. The following are some 
of the significant events and developments of the year:

• The Launch of the One Opportunity Programme This scheme, aimed at 16-23 year olds, involves the young person 
developing a project in their church or circuit, for which they are paid at the Living Wage rate for three hours per week. In 
addition, the young people participate in three residential weekends to nurture their discipleship and leadership. A new 
scheme, not previously run in either Leeds or West Yorkshire, gave us something to focus energy on and because it would 
be open to young people in any church and circuit, everyone could have a stake in it. A leadership team comprising a 
coordinator, administrator and presbyter has been appointed. At the end of August, six young people were ready to start 
out on the programme with an array of exciting projects. In addition, one of our young people who piloted the scheme in 
another district, is working with the group.  

• The Pentecost Party We combined what we had in mind for the Vice President’s visit to the District with the invitation 
from Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) to host a beacon event for this prayer initiative. The group entrusted with the task was 
extraordinary both in imagination and energy, and again drew on the strengths of various people from the two former 
districts. 2,000 plus people attended the John Charles Stadium for a glorious afternoon of party and praise. It was the 
largest beacon event in the country and is being used as a case study for TKC work. The response from circuits across 
the District was very positive, with a couple of circuits requesting that we run such an event every year! For the District 
this showcased what we could do with people and resources of the new configuration. It also encouraged people to 
consider taking risks in their own missional endeavours.

• The completion of the Touchstone Building in Bradford is a shining example of a restoration and refurbishment of an 
almost derelict building and has been nearly a decade in the planning and a huge achievement, greatly helped by the 
work of the District project team and the support of many churches and trusts. It is only as we get used to these 
wonderful new premises that we realise how out of date was the much loved ‘old’ Touchstone on Merton Road! 
Touchstone’s creative interfaith work, and support for survivors of abuse will share a base with the refugee support 
agency, BEACON, and Abigail Housing and all will be stronger with this state of the art centre. Although much of our time 
has been used in preparing for and realising the move, Touchstone’s work has also continued. During the course of the 
year we appointed a new member of staff. Shamim Akhtar, our new outreach worker has already been busy on various 
projects, such as Baking a Difference, and the Roots and Shoots project. We have also continued to speak to many 
groups about interfaith work and even took our Weaving Women’s Wisdom project down to London as an exhibition in the 
Houses of Parliament. The Women Breaking Free counselling and creative writing workshops have also continued.

• Leeds City Centre has become a District mission project. During the year careful work has been done to bring the 
use of the Oxford Place Building to an end and prepare to hand over the Trusteeship to the Methodist Council, in order to 
prepare for the development of a Wesley Hotel, on the site. As an ethical hotel, it will bring its own distinctive Methodist 
contribution to the centre of Leeds. Meanwhile the District has been supporting a deacon working on new missional 
developments in response to the city centre needs and this is set to move to an exciting phase in the next year. 

• The District Leadership Team This new task group, unencumbered by governance responsibilities, has been able to 
think about vision, priorities and the way forward for the District. Over the year there has been some settling down and 
some adjustments to its constitution, so that it is ready to embark on the development of a new District Mission Plan. 

• The Story of Light (SoL) evangelism initiative drew to a natural close, having prepared the way for district engagement 
with the heightened connexional focus on evangelism. The SoL Handbooks have been circulated and used widely, and 
continue to be a resource for local churches. The new Yorkshire West District has enabled the SoL initiative to reach 
Leeds circuits, with a circuit evening in Leeds North & East, and engagement with a number of local churches. Across the 
District the focus on those things we do well, and the encouragement to polish them and let them shine, has been well 
received.

• Conistone Hostel The hostel continues to be well used throughout the year, mainly at weekends, but also midweek 
during school holidays. The maintenance of the building has been kept up to and some major repairs carried out. We 
have bought a new cooker and provided new mattress covers, to replace the ones which were worn out, having served 
well for more than 20 years. 

A New District – a first year review
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The hostel has developed, over 30 years, into the facility it is today piecemeal, through DIY efforts. The committee now 
feels that, in order to make it fit for the expectations and needs of the 21st century, the layout of rooms and facilities 
should be looked at, with a view to upgrading and rationalising the design. 

We ordered an architect’s feasibility study, which has proposed enlarging the ground floor common areas, by creating a 
new upper floor in the loft area, and moving most of the beds upstairs. The cost of implementing these proposals has 
been estimated at £205,000.  We hope that the circuits in the District might make a contribution from their Advance 
Funds which, augmented by a grant from the District Advance Fund and a Connexional grant, might cover the full cost of 
the scheme. So far, two circuits have responded with contributions. We will not commit the proposals to detailed drawings 
and planning applications until we have covered the projected cost in full.

We are well aware of the need to recruit new people to serve on the management committee, due to the ages of the 
existing members. Our hope is that publicity of our vision for the future, and letters to individuals who have, over the 
years, enjoyed the benefits of the hostel, will encourage people to step forward, in order to ensure that the hostel will 
continue in its valuable role for many years to come.

• Young People’s Network has gone from strength to strength in the last twelve months. We have run four different 
youth events across the year - two barbeques, a trip to Gravity Trampoline Park and the annual youth weekend. These 
events have been attended by young people from all across the District, a total of around 70 different young people, with 
many of them coming to more than one event. The youth events are held in different parts of the District each time to 
make them as accessible as possible to the different groups. Whilst this does encourage more young people from the 
hosting circuit to come along, we do also have a core group of young people from other parts of the District who seem 
happy to travel to wherever an event is taking place to join in.

In addition to this, we had 14 young people attend 3Generate, the Methodist Children and Youth Assembly, in November, 
where they joined with over 1,000 children and young people from across the Methodist Connexion for a weekend of fun, 
fellowship, worship and a time to explore issues which are particularly important to them.

We have also run a fun day for 7-11 year olds from across the District, which had 25 young people and leaders. Whilst the 
children’s events are usually quieter than the youth events, they are welcomed by those involved, and provide a good link 
into the youth events as participants become old enough to join in.

• Leeds Holiday Club The Scheme, organised for over 40 years from within the former Leeds Methodist District, aims to 
provide a family holiday for children who, because of a variety of circumstances, would not normally receive one. Each 
year a group of 22 children, aged between seven and eleven, and referred by schools and social workers across the city, 
benefit from the scheme. It is open to any children regardless of their religious background or none.
This year the holiday was based at Woodhouse Grove School using school accommodation with meals provided in the 
school dining hall. The surroundings help to  provide the ‘family’ atmosphere of the week where the children quickly get to 
know one another and build up new friendships.  

The holiday scheme is led by a team of eleven volunteer leaders from various churches in the District. It is funded by 
donations from individuals and church groups across the city. It is also supported by donations of clothing, toys and 
games. These are used during the holiday, then taken home by the children at the end of the week to share with their 
families.

During the week the children visited a variety of places including Scarborough, Lightwater Valley, Harewood House and 
Monk Park Farm. The school’s swimming pool and extensive playing fields were also used. 

Alongside these higher profile elements, much has worked well because people got on with everyday and regular tasks 
carefully, pastorally and efficiently. We had four probationers complete their probation. They were received into full 
connexion and ordained at the Conference in Nottingham. We sent forward one candidate for ministry and appointed a 
number of lay employees. District officers quietly carry huge responsibility without much acclaim, superintendents cope 
with the many demands made on them, and ministers and lay people get on with witness, service, learning and caring 
and evangelism.

At the same time, we have had to attend to restructuring and integrating the way we organise the work of the District. A 
key part of this has been the work of the District Office. The staff and volunteers at the District Office have borne a huge 
burden in keeping the support services working for all during the significant changes and several new initiatives. GDPR 
brought extra work for all churches and circuits and, as well as coping with its demands for the District work, the District 
Office staff have been supporting circuits in their wrestling with the requirements.   

During this last year, the process has been followed for the nomination of a new Chair. The Revd Kerry Tankard, currently 
Superintendent of the High Peak Circuit, will take up the post of Chair of the Yorkshire West District on 1 September 
2019. We believe he will find a District in good heart, with a missional outlook and a deep spirituality when he is 
welcomed.
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