
Dear Friends 
 

We are nearly there.  
 

On 1st September 2018 the Yorkshire West District will be one year old and it feels like we are going in a good    
direction of travel. Already we have been able to form new relationships, as well as renew old friendships, across 
the 13 circuits and 230 or so churches. We have strengthened one another’s work, encouraged new ventures and 
shared resources with each other.  
 

There have been exciting developments too. We have launched the ONE OPPORTUNITY Programme for developing 
young disciples and future leaders in our church. If you haven’t heard of this already, find out more by going to the 
District website: www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk or contact Nicky Hoyle (see page 3 of the newsletter). 
 

The District also hosted a massive Thy Kingdom Come beacon event on Pentecost Sunday, when 2,000 people  
gathered to sing and pray and party in celebration of the gift of God’s Spirit. With music led by Stuart Townend, a    
moving sermon from the Vice President of Conference, Jill Baker, and glorious worship, we were inspired to be bold 
in our witness and work.  
 

The Connexion has designated a new Chair of District for September 
2019. The Revd Kerry Tankard will come to us from the High Peak 
circuit, bringing with him a rich experience and many gifts to help the       
District grow and develop.  
 

Marion and I are grateful for the many cards and prayers sent to us 
over the last few months. Please continue to pray. Pray for the     
District that it may continue to support all the churches in their    
mission; pray for Kerry as he prepares to join us next year; pray for 
your local community, your neighbours and friends that more may 
come to know Christ; and pray that we all may know the length, 
breadth, height and depth of God’s love (Ephesians 3.18). 
 

Yours in Christ 
 

The Revd Dr Roger Walton 

Chair of District   

C h a i r  o f  D i s t r i c t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Summer 2018 

 

Can you help? 

A cleaner is required for domestic-type cleaning at our District Office in Rastrick, Brighouse.  
Two hours per week, during office hours, on a weekday to be agreed. £8.92 per hour. 

 

The District Administrators also require an Office Volunteer 
to help with photocopying, filing, typing and general office tasks, 

one or two hours per week, ideally on a Thursday or Friday. 
Office experience preferred but not essential. 

For more information on either of these posts, please contact Wendy Bentley or Melanie Walsh on 
01484 719993, 9 am - 3 pm weekdays or email admin@ywmethodist.org.uk 

Stuart Townend plays at the Pentecost Party 

 

©Mike Bentley 



Events  around the  Distr i ct  

Faith  +  Pol ice  Together  
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Sharon Lawrance, project lead of Busoasis is part of an organisation known 

as Faith + Police Together. A collaboration of faith based organisations 

which actively work on police related priorities in partnership with the police 

and police and crime commissioners.  

 

Sharon was privileged to attend  and speak at the reception and launch of this initiative in the 

Houses of Parliament on 16th April 2018, hosted by Holly Lynch MP. There were many high    

ranking police, faith leaders and MPs in attendance to hear about the work of projects such as 

Busoasis, which works in partnership with the police. Sharon 

spoke about the work they had done tackling anti social  

behaviour in Calderdale, addressing loneliness and isolation, 

and interfaith working.  

 

Many commented to Sharon, what a great idea the bus was 

and how wonderful that the Methodist Church is taking risks 

and working collaboratively to address issues within our  

communities. For more information visit www.busoasis.org.uk 
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 Meet  the People  
Name:   

Nicky Hoyle (well, Nicola really, but only the dentist calls me that!) 

Role Title: 

ONE Opportunity Coordinator 

What does your role involve?: 

Working with a small district team to establish the ONE Opportunity Programme 

across Yorkshire West. This is an exciting new opportunity for us to intentionally 

disciple people aged 16-23 in our churches and circuits through a paid part-time 

internship. So, together with the team, I'll be promoting the programme, organising 

residential weekends, supporting the young people, their project enablers and their 

mentors and in the process having lots of fun and no doubt challenges too! As    

disciples we will journey and grow together. 

How can you be contacted?: 

Email: onecoordinator@ywmethodist.org.uk or Telephone: 07305 822596 
 

What church do you attend?: 

I am part of Gledholt Methodist Church in 

the Huddersfield circuit. 

Tell us a bit about yourself: 

I'm married to Richard, who is a local 

preacher, and have two adult children; 

one married and the other about to be. 

I retired from my career in public health a 

couple of years ago and have since been 

building and using my coaching and  

mentoring skills in a voluntary capacity as 

well as exploring my creative side 

through textile art and fused glass. I’ve 

been involved in church youth work for 

longer than I care to admit and am     

passionate about helping young people to 

take their place in the church and in the 

world. I love gardening and I sing and 

play guitar and piano. I'm also a trained 

worship leader and regularly lead worship 

at Gledholt. I love  spending time with 

family and friends. 

Tell us something that few people 

know about you: 

This is tough as I wear my heart on my 
sleeve so there isn’t much others don't 
know! However, I do have a bit of a     
romance with St. Pancras station and 
always call in there when I travel to or 
through London. Top of my bucket list is 
a train journey starting at St. Pancras and 
heading out across the continent via   
Paris. 



Items for inclusion in the  

Autumn 2018 issue of the District 

Newsletter should reach us by  

12 noon on 15 August 2018 

 

 District Office 

 19 Wentworth Court 

 Brighouse HD6 3XD 

 

 admin@ywmethodist.org.uk 

 

 

Find us on 
Facebook 

www.facebook.com/YWMethodist 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@YWMethodist 

Visit our website: www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk 

Special Days 

 

 18 - 24 June   Refugee Week 

 28 - 29 June  Methodist Conference 

    (Presbyteral Session)  

 30 June - 5 July Methodist Conference 

    (Representative Session) 

 1 July   Methodist Conference  

    Sunday 

 8 July   Sea Sunday 

    Action for Children Sunday 

 15 July   Disability Sunday  

    Rural Mission Sunday 

    

Spir i tual i ty  Matters  
So, what’s going on? Lots of things we guess, but it’s a case of finding out about them and spreading 
the word so that people can hear about them and realise what resources etc are there for them to 
tap into. 
 

In Bradford there is an Open Door retreat being run at Crag Road. This is a retreat done at home, 
with weekly meetings to pray and share together, and receive materials and ideas to take away into 
the week to pray with alone. We’d be interested to hear of others.  

 
 

There are Quiet Gardens around the District where people open their gardens to those who want some quiet space. 
Guidance can be provided or you can be left to your own devices, to enjoy space and nature without distractions. 
Please find out more at www.quietgarden.org 
 

We are building links with Anglican spirituality work. The Leeds Diocese have compiled a directory of spiritual 
directors, so if you would like a director/accompanist, or if you can offer direction, please contact Mrs Mavis Rouse: 
crouse@uwclub.net  or 01274 889807.  
 

Katharine and Christine are also part of the Bradford Episcopal Area Spirituality Group, and Christine will be attending 
the Leeds Diocese meeting in June.  
 

Also in Bradford there is the work of Seeds of Silence, with times of guided silence available at the cathedral on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month, from 1.00 - 1.30. Dr Alison Woolley is available to lead days of silent 
prayer - see www.seedsofsilence.org.uk  
 

Sarah is booked onto a training course for Safeguarding for Spiritual Directors, which takes place in June.  
 

In our September Synod we looked at Rules of Life for different groups - has any work been done on that in different 
circuits? Would circuit leadership teams like some help in setting up a rule of life to benefit all in the team?  
 

We are available to lead Quiet Days, or to help people to lead their own, if you would like to contact us. If your local 
preachers would be interested in a quiet day either as well as or instead of a study day, please contact us. 
  

We are the District Spirituality Group. Please get in touch! 
 

Christine Crabtree: revchristinec@btinternet.com          Katharine Cheney: cheney@uwclub.net 
Sarah Jemison: sarah.jemison@methodist.org.uk 
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