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As we enter our 3rd year we have much to celebrate. Over the first 2 years there were 15 participants 
from 15 churches and 5 circuits. Cohort 3 has 6 participants, from 4 churches and 3 circuits. Circuits 
actively engaged in the first 3 years of the Programme are Aire & Calder, Airedale, Bradford North, 

Bradford South, Calderdale, Leeds N&E, Huddersfield, North Kirklees & Morley. 
We have seen confidence grow, faith increase, new friendships formed and creative, collaborative work 

done in our churches during what has surely been the most testing of times. Through the Covid-19 
situation most of the participants found suitable alternative work or new ways to deliver their projects. 
They demonstrated perseverance, creativity, positivity and resilience, ably supported by their project 

enablers and mentors in their local church. The second and third 'residentials' took place very effectively 
via Zoom. Some of course have found this period hugely challenging mentally and emotionally, and have 
greatly valued the support of the local and district team. At the same time, the adults working alongside 

them have benefitted from the experience. In the words of a couple of them: -

Reasons to rejoice
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J O Y ,  C o u r a g e  &  H o p e

During lockdown her bounce-back
positivity has been really

inspirational.

It was a privilege to be a mentor.
It felt lovely to walk alongside them at

this time in their lives.

At the end of our second year the District Policy Group and Grants Panel reviewed the Programme, 
recognised its positive impacts on participants and churches and approved further funding to take the 

Programme through to 2023/24.

One of the joys of ONE Opportunity is the building of relationships across the 
District – between the District Team and local church members, among the 
participants and within their churches. As a district team we are always sad 
to say goodbye to a cohort but of course they continue as active members of 
their local church, more skilled, further on in their journey with Jesus, and 
more connected with other Christians. Beginning with a new group is exciting 
for us, and our current group is no exception. They and their churches have 
modelled the Biblical qualities of courage and hope as they begin their ONE 
Opportunity year in the midst of the pandemic and further lockdown. 
We rejoice that we managed two face-to-face days together as a group 
before restrictions were once again tightened, and look forward to the Spring 
with hope that we will manage at least one residential event during their 
year with us.



ONE VOICE All of our current participants are planning their projects, and some have been able to begin delivery 
already due to the nature of their project – mainly on line but also face-to-face where Covid-19 
restrictions permit. 

Lily, Lauren and Tom are all from Cross Hills Church in the Calderdale Circuit. Lily’s is developing and 
running a Bible Study at the weekly ‘Youthie’ meetings. Lauren is using her artistic gist to bring together 
all ages for crast activities. Tom is developing his musical skills to provide contemporary input for church 
services and hopes to write some of his own material.

Izzy is from Oakwood Church in the Leeds N&E Circuit. She has done some research into the online 
platforms that are most accessed by her peers with a view to creating a user-friendly platform for 
teenagers to interact with church through the medium of Instagram.

Alex is from St. Pauls Church in the Calderdale Circuit. He is using his technical skills to support online 
worship for his church, and is planning to further develop his skills and build an effective website and 
Facebook platform for his church.

Matthew is from Silsden Church in the Airedale Circuit, where he is developing intergenerational board 
games events. Whilst Covid-19 restrictions currently prevent face-to-face board games evenings he is 
developing on-line activities.

Introducing Our ONE Opportunity Cohort 2020/21

There has never been a more opportune time for young people who want to 
influence transformation in the Methodist church, as we seek together to discern 
how we can best be Jesus followers in today’s rapidly changing context. In many 

churches young people are stepping up to help us harness and use new technology 
such as Zoom and YouTube to keep us connected and support corporate worship. In 

the ONE Opportunity Programme we’ve also seen young people developing new 
church activities in line with Our Calling – in worship, learning and caring, service and 

evangelism. 
Are you, or do you know, a young person who may be interested in joining the ONE 

Opportunity Programme for our 2021/22 cohort?
The programme is open to 16-23 year olds who are connected with a Methodist 

church. We will be opening up recruitment in the New Year – in the meantime please 
contact me with any questions or to register an interest for September 2021.

Nicky Hoyle - Co-ordinator
ONE Opportunity Programme (Yorkshire West)

Email: onecoordinator@ywmethodist.org.uk
Tel: 07305 822596

Website:  www.methodist.org.uk/ONEOpportunityYW
Facebook: @oneopportunityyw

New Opportunities


